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didn't see 2 need o relocate or down-
size like many of the
Burthey
interior’s dated desig

e, who would be sp

time at home after retiri
5 wstand lunching a home-based
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children living near]
their 4,800-square-fi

asking friends for recommen-
designers, but most of them had
e their own home design,” Brigitee say
‘And when I starred 1
designers’ portfoli
me. It was all very nice, but [ didn’t
thing different. I took a chance and went
o H i

m
of the in

After seeing the New Haven-bas
by the Jonathans' online portfolio, Bri
found what she f
new, bolder and within a more
rary realm. Soon, owner and lead designer
Jonathan Gorden came two the house for an
initial consultat

As Gordon

home. He likes m see what people have in their
es and what they love. Armed with his

he wour, he showed Brigi

Brigitte says he looked ar her ;
Well, now I know your style. You're mid-cen-
tury modern.”
[hart was news to m

the house in
and two bedr
redesigned.

a couple of mes
he gor the design righe. His overall goal was
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That burnt orange sofa? Mot onty
does 1t hearkan back to the groovy
T, but 1t also had 3 big Impact on
the home's new design and decor.
Designer jonathan Gordon palled the
tone for 2 pumpkin wall color, and
complementad the arange with bloes
and greens {seen In the rug abow
and the foyerwall color, plus copper
[fireplace hood), brass and golds
[kttchezn and foyer fixtures). Speaking
of the kitchen, the countertop Is
rainforest green quartzite that
ties Into the overall color scheme.
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“Brigitte would ask,
Is this really going
to work?' and | told

her, 'If you find
something that you
love, then my job is
to make sure that
it does work. And,
if it simply won't,
then | need to tell
you that.'"

T8 Coanoction Magarin May 2021 Periralt by MED GERARD




0 bring energy and warmth to their spaces.
‘While no walls were torn T, it was a com-
plece renovarion nonetheless, prompring
the Worgaftiks to rent an apartment. The
year-long process included five bathroom ren-
ovations {three full, rwo half-baths), 3 kitchen
facelift, removing carpeting and inscalling
wood fleoring, new lighting, new window
treatments, and new furniture, while also
reupholstering and using some of whar chey
already owned.

“They wanted to keep the burnt orange
sofa, which they had just bought recently,”
notes Gordon, who designed wall units in the
family room to open up the space for display
and visual incerest. “A lot came from tharsofa.
We pulled the wne from the sofa tw the wall.
And to complement the orange, we played
with blues and greens along with copper, brass
and golds.”

The new “pumpkin™ wall color in the
family room makes the space warm and invie-
ing, though Brigitte admirs she was “a lictle
seared.” Noe used m bold color on the walls,
she was our of her comforr zone. But with
Gordon's reassurance, she went with pumpkin
not only in the family room, but on a kitchen
wall wo. The stone veneer on the family
room'’s fireplace was added to what was orig-
inally just brick. Gordon also added a copper
hood wrap to make the fireplace a true center-
piece and tie in with the pumpkin hues.

Six days of shopping and making deci-
sions, which Brigitte says would have been
overwhelming on her own, was made fun
thanks to Gordon's guidance. Among the
many shops Gordon and Brigitte ventured o
included a stone supplier on Long Island to
choose the kitchen counterrop —a striking
rainforest green quarezite. And they spent an
entire day at Connecticut Lighting Centers’
Hartford location, selecting decorative light-
ing. Fixtures were chosen o “complement
and escalate” their locations, Gordon says,
often softening and providing organic feels
1w overall seructured spaces. Visually interest-
ing lighting is seen in the foyer, dining room,
kirchen and other spots.

“Tt was really collaborative, working there
wgether on trying o figure out whar the light-
ing was going o fook like,” says Gordon, who
also straregically added new recessed lighting
throughout the entire home. “Brigitte would
ask, ‘Is this really going to work?' and I wid
her, ‘If you find something that you love, then
my job is 1o make sure that it does work. And,
if it simply won't, then I need w tell you that'™

On the other side of the family room’s fire-
place wall, the living room features modern
abstract geomerric wallpaper which replaces

The masier bath sa masshe
changes, Induding swapped

i the foxtures, the color paletie Is
more subdued than other areas,
contributing to a serene, spa-like
wibs. There's st plenty of visual
Interest, though, with five types
af tile playing off each ather.

(oppaosite page) The Worgaftiks ar fond of
orange, with the bold color taking @nter stage
I the family and dining roams. Of the dining
roont's sparkling chandebier, designer Gordon
53ys It "1s 3 much mone organic form overall,
which carries from the Iving roons central
fixtures. These rooms are very structured, so
asoftar adge 10 th -
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g into the kitchen from ¢
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The Itving room's
aE wall Is

where things get
really Interesting.
Modem abstract
geametric wallpa-
per eplaes what
was an off-white
all, Ine nded to
artasa “bridge”
betwazn the
thome's traditianal
and mare
conemparary
design assthetics.

into mid-century maode:
ake sure that
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