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T
he loyal readers of the New Haven

Register have cast their votes once again

in the “Best of New Haven County” contest,

and the results are in. Varying from local

favorites to nationally-known fare, this section

showcases the “who’s who” in local business.

At the heart of it are seven categories

that encompass all the industries that

help New Haven thrive: ACTIVITIES, ARTS &

CULTURE, FOOD & DRINK, HEALTH &

BEAUTY, HOME & GARDEN, OVERNIGHTS,

and SHOPPING.

The businesses, venues, spaces, and places

recognized in this year’s readers’ choice poll

reflect the county’s eclectic staying power, as

well as its status as a summer staycation

destination. Each winner can’t wait to wel-

come the influx of tourists that will inundate

New Haven this season, but it’s just as fun to

enjoy if you call it home year-round.

Plan an excursion to a local museum or live

performance venue to add some culture to

your summer bucket list; feast on all the fresh

seafood the region has to offer; and then

work it off with some of the county’s top

fitness trainers.

Summer is the perfect time to treat your

home oasis to some TLC with the help of

professional gardeners and landscapers; shop

till you drop at local businesses offering the

latest styles and trends at summer sales; or

spend your vacation as many people like to

do — relaxing by the pool or on a beach with a

good book.

However you plan to spend your summer,

we recommend visiting one of the hundreds

of winners in the 2026 “Best of New Haven

County” reader’s choice poll. Read on to see

how to make the most of the next few months

right in your own backyard.

BY SUSAN SHULTZ

AdobeStock
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We’re honored by your support and proud
to serve the community we call home.
Every pint we pour is for you. Cheers to
great beer, great people, and many more
memories together!

Thank you for naming us

in New Haven County
Best Brewery

OPEN: Wednesdays 4 – 9 PM

Thursdays 4 – 9 PM • Fridays 2 – 10 PM

Saturdays 11 AM – 10 PM • Sundays 11 AM – 6 PM

Visit our website or scan our

QR code to stay up to date on new

releases, events, and brewery news!

www.caiusfarmbrewery.com
101 N Branford Rd., Branford • 203.433.4660



ACTIVITIES
BEST FARMERS MARKET

Wallingford Garden
Market

County Runner-Up

Bishop’s Orchards FarmMarket
&Winery

County Finalists

CitySeed, New Haven
Farmers Market at the
Guilford Fairgrounds

Rose Orchards

BEST INDOOR FAMILY

ENTERTAINMENT

Kinship Glassworks

County Runner-Up

The Legacy Theatre

County Finalists

Cabaret on Main Theater
On Track Karting’s GO TIME
Goldfish Swim School, Hamden

BEST MINI GOLF

Olde Sawmill Miniature
Golf Course

BEST PICK YOUR OWN FARM

Bishop’s Orchards Pick
Your Own

County Runner-Up

Rose Orchards

County Finalist

Hidden GemOrchard

BEST PUBLIC GOLF COURSE

Grassy Hill Country Club

County Runner-Up

The VUE CT

County Finalists

Alling Memorial Golf Club
Hunter Memorial Golf Course

BEST STATE PARK

Hammonasset Beach
State Park

County Runner-Up

Silver Sands State Park

County Finalists

Sleeping Giant State Park
Kettletown State Park

BEST WEDDING VENUE

The Reign

County Runner-Up

Anthony’s Ocean View

County Finalists

Tyde at Walnut Beach
Grassy Hill Country Club
Cascade Fine Catering
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ARTS&
CULTURE

BEST ART GALLERY

Yale University Art Gallery

County Runner-Up

Yale Center for British Art

County Finalists

Mattatuck Museum
Nelson ‘Carty’ Ford Memorial
Art Gallery

BEST FAMILY CULTURAL

ATTRACTION

Peabody Museum of
Natural History

County Runner-Up

The Legacy Theatre

County Finalists

Cabaret on Main Theater
Mattatuck Museum

BEST INDEPENDENT MOVIE

THEATER

Madison Cinemas

County Runner-Up

Holiday Cinemas Stadium 14

County Finalist

Strand Theater

BEST MUSEUM

Peabody Museum of
Natural History

County Runner-Up

Yale University Art Gallery

County Finalists

Yale Center for British Art
Mattatuck Museum

BEST PRIVATE OR

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Hamden Hall Country
Day School

County Runner-Up

Cheshire Academy

County Finalists

Sacred Heart Academy
The Foote School
Academy of Our Lady of Mercy,
Lauralton Hall

HEARST CONNECTIC BEST NEW HAVENCOUNTY 2026 |

72 Blatchley Avenue, New Haven | 203 776 3099 | fairhaven-furniture.com

Home is where
our heart is
Thank you so much for voting us

New Haven’s Best Furniture Store



HEALTH&BEAUTY
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BEST BARBER SHOP

JB’s Barbershop

County Runner-Up

Snip Snaps

County Finalists

Skull and Combs
Len’s Barber Shop, Southbury
Ferni’s Barbershop

BEST DAY SPA

Nolla Wellness

County Runner-Up

Radiant Skin Care & Energy
Healing Studio

County Finalists

Indulge Day Spa & Boutique
Sage Day Spa
SoHo Hair Group & Day Spa

BEST HAIR SALON

Hair by Sissy

County Runner-Up

Soho Hair Group & Day Spa

County Finalists

Sage onWhitney Hair Studio & Spa
Snip Snaps
That Hair Though

BEST LOCALLY OWNED

FITNESS CLUB OR GYM

Coastal Core Pilates

County Runner-Up

Stony Creek Athletics

County Finalists

Joint Effort Guided Exercise
Ascent New Haven
Enova Nutrition & Fitness Center

BEST MASSAGE STUDIO

Nolla Wellness

County Runner-Up

The Well for Women

County Finalists

Branford River Resort & Spa
Massage Savvy
Sage Day Spa
Tranquility Mind & Body Wellness Spa

BEST MEDICAL SPA

Nolla Wellness

County Runner-Up

Clarity Medical Aesthetics

County Finalists

Modern Beauty Wellness & Aesthetics
The Collins Center of Aesthetic Medicine
Vanity Medical Spa

BEST NAIL SALON

Tiara Nails & Spa

County Runner-Up

Branford River Resort & Spa

County Finalists

Indulge Day Spa & Boutique
Aura Day Spa
Lavender Nails

BEST TATTOO PARLOR

Black Hatchet Tattoo Co.

County Runner-Up

Lucky Soul Tattoo

County Finalists

Tattoo International
Valkyrie Studios
Darkside Tattoo & Body Piercing

BEST YOGA STUDIO

NOMAD Yoga & Barre

County Runner-Up

Breathing Room Yoga

County Finalists

Raven’s Wing Yoga
Just Be Yoga &Wellness
Kaia Yoga & Meditation
Your Community Yoga Center
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HOME&
GARDEN

BEST ANTIQUES OR

VINTAGE SHOPPING

Miss Dallas’ Shop

County Runner-Up

Branford Antiques

County Finalists

Vintanthro Modern & Vintage
Kaoud Rugs & Carpet

BEST ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

QC Electric

County Runner-Up

Power House Electric

County Finalists

Viscuso Electric & Son
Bernsten Electric
Aiello Home Services

BEST FLORIST

Cynthia’s Flower Shop

County Runner-Up

Wallingford Flower Shoppe

County Finalists

Florals By Kait
The Flower Nook
The Green Petal

BEST GARDEN CENTER OR NURSERY

Van Wilgen’s Garden Center

County Runner-Up

Madison Earth Care

County Finalist

Paradise Nurseries
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BEST HOME DECOR

Design by The Jonathans

County Runner-Up

Miss Dallas’ Shop

County Finalist

Kaoud Rugs & Carpet

BEST HOME REMODELER

NVH Painters

County Runner-Up

Bencar Building Systems

County Finalists

Rock Building & Remodeling
Baybrook Remodelers
LG Building & Remodeling

BEST HVAC COMPANY

Advanced Comfort Solutions

County Runner-Up

Nero Air Conditioning & Heating

County Finalists

R &M Plumbing & Heating
Onofreo Home Comfort Systems
Seymour Oil & Propane

BEST INTERIOR DESIGNER

Design by The Jonathans

County Runner-Up

Roberta Ann Interiors

County Finalists

Design House Interiors
Living Interiors of Connecticut

BEST LANDSCAPER

Custom Illuminations/
Holiday Light Installers

County Runner-Up

Madison Earth Care

County Finalists

Paulo Landscaping & Tree Removal
R&J Landscaping Services
Pitch Pines Landscaping

BEST PLUMBER

Rick’s Plumbing Service

County Runner-Up

P L Canestri Plumbing & Heating

County Finalists

Seymour Oil & Propane
Aiello Home Services
Flush Plumbing & Drain Cleaning

HEARST CONNECTICUT MEDIA GROUP BEST NEW HAVENCOUNTY 2026 |
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203 - 469 -9010
450 Lighthouse Road
New Haven , CT 06512
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--------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------

WHERE

CONNECTICUT

Weddings
BECOME

COASTAL GETAWAYS

----------------------------------------------
�

----------------------------------------------

BEST WEDDING VENUE
IN NEW HAVEN COUNTY

BEST WEDDING VENUE
IN CONNECT ICUT

--------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------

CELEBRATING LIFE’ S

MOST BEAUTIFUL

MOMENTS

!



FOOD&DRINK
BEST BAGELS

Olmo

County Runner-Up

AM Bagel

County Finalists

Cohen’s Bagel Company
Shef’s Bagels
Devine’s Bagels & Café

BEST BAKERY

Sunshine Sweets

County Runner-Up

Bake Bake Hooray

County Finalists

Lucibello’s Italian Pastry Shop
Brooklyn Baking Company
Scratch Baking

BEST BEER BAR

Bar 3 Thirty Three

County Runner-Up

My Bar & Grille

County Finalists

Haven Beer Company
The Breakwall
Lockworks Tavern
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Thank you for voting usThank you for voting us
RUNNER-UP

NewHaven County

Best Locally Owned

Wine Shop

Curated merchandise and distinctive gifts.

Exclusive private store-picked bourbons
selected for true connoisseurs.

An extensive collection of additive-free
tequilas for a cleaner, more authentic taste.

Wines from around the world –
exceptional quality at approachable price.

A wide range of THC & CBD selection.

CT’s largest local beer selection.

Visit our Tasting Library to experience
guided Bourbon & Tequila tastings.

In-store tastings every Friday 3-6pm.

BE OCAL ED LIQU R S O

Thank you for voting usThank you for voting us



BEST BREWERY

Caius Farm Brewery

County Runner-Up

Dockside Brewery

County Finalists

New England Brewing Co.
Tribus Beer Co.
East Rock Brewing Company & Beer Hall

BEST BURGERS

Bar 3 Thirty Three

County Runner-Up

Nick’s Char Pit

County Finalists

Nick’s Place
Louie’s Lunch
My Bar & Grille

BEST BURRITOS

Bar 3 Thirty Three

County Runner-Up

Jalapeño Heaven

County Finalists

Señor Pancho’s Mexican Restaurant
Baja’s
#Tacos

BEST CHICKEN WINGS

Bar 3 Thirty Three

County Runner-Up

Dew Drop Inn

County Finalists

Archie Moore’s New Haven
My Bar & Grille
Donahue’s Madison Beach Grille

BEST COCKTAIL BAR

Bar 3 Thirty Three

County Runner-Up

County Finalists

Gre o t a ue
M B r r
S O e

pp r Cl b
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Open: Monday-Sunday 8:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Easy Access Off Route 15 - Exit 60, South on
Dixwell to right on Benham to right on Paradise

226 PA ADISE AVENUE • HAMDEN

203-288-4779

at Paradise Nurseriesat Paradise Nurseries

Spring Has Sprung!Spring Has Sprung!Spring Has Sprung!

10” FLOWERING
HANGING BASKETS

HYDRANGEA

ANNUALS & VEGETABLE PLANTS
Many Varieties to choose from

Come in and browse our
green houses



BEST COFFEE ROASTER

Common Grounds

County Runner-Up

Willoughby’s Coffee & Tea

County Finalists

Koffee?
Sleeping Giant Coffee Roasters
The Bean Coffee Roaster’s

BEST COFFEEHOUSE

Walnut Beach Coffee House

County Runner-Up

AM Coffee & Co.

County Finalists

Quincy Coffee
Common Grounds
Pistachio Café

DELI OR SANDWICH SHOP

Nardelli’s Grinder Shoppe

County Runner-Up

Vinny’s Roast Beef & Deli

County Finalists

Nica’s Market
P&M Orange Street Market
Shoreline Café & Catering

BEST DINER

Nick’s Place

County Runner-Up

Branford Townhouse Restaurant

County Finalists

State Street Café
Twin Pines Diner Restaurant
Parthenon Diner Restaurant

HEARST CONNECTICUT MEDIA GROUP BEST NEW HAVENCOUNTY 2026 |

3208 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT

www.sageonwhitneyhairstudioandspa.com

475-241-3422

FINALIST FOR NEW HAVEN COUNTY

BEST HAIR SALON!

THANK YOU

FOR VOTING US

Hamden Hall Country Day School

Educating Students in PreSchool through Grade 12

1108 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT 06517

www.hamdenhall.org / 203.752.2610



BEST DISTILLERY

Connecticut Distilling Tasting Lounge

BEST GRINDERS

Nardelli’s Grinder Shoppe

County Runner-Up

Liuzzi Gourmet Food Market

County Finalists

Vinny’s Deli
R&M Cutlet Co.

BEST HEALTH FOOD STORE

Papa Spyros Olive Oil &
Fine Foods Market

County Runner-Up

Thyme & Season

County Finalists

Foodworks
Edge of the Woods Market

BEST HOT DOGS

Dogtown

County Runner-Up

Nick’s Char Pit

County Finalists

Blackie’s Hot Dog Stand
Glenwood Drive-In
Mr. Mac’s Canteen

BEST ICE CREAM

Rich Farm Ice Cream

County Runner-Up

Papa Scoops

County Finalists

Arethusa Farm Dairy
’

lnu Be ch ream r
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SOUTHBURY • 203-262-6988

MODERN MEX I CAN W ITH A TW I S

CELEBRATING 37 YEARS IN CONNECTICUT

CATERING • PRIVATE EVENTS • TAKE-OUT

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY– FRIDAY

3-6PM

200 High St., Milford, CT | LauraltonHall.org

Learn More:



BEST IRISH PUB

Duffy’s Tavern

County Runner-Up

Tommy Sullivan’s Café

County Finalists

Seven Seas Restaurant
The Playwright Irish Pub Restaurant
& Banquet Facility

Donahue’s Madison Beach Grille
The Trinity Bar & Restaurant

BEST LGBTQ-FRIENDLY BAR

The Breakwall

County Runner-Up

Partners Café

County Finalist

Donahue’s Madison Beach Grille

BEST LOBSTER ROLLS

Nick’s Char Pit

County Runner-Up

Lobster Shack

County Finalists

Lenny’s Indian Head Inn
Stowe’s Seafood
Seven Seas Restaurant

BEST LOCAL DOUGHNUTS

Neil’s Donuts

County Runner-Up

Branford Beach Donut

County Finalists

Whitney Donut & Sandwich Shop
Brooklyn Baking Company
Duck Donuts

BEST LOCALLY OWNED

LIQUOR STORE

Wines & More!

County Runner-Up

The Wine Thief

County Finalists

TJ’s Wines & Spirits
Sav-Rite Liquors
Cork & Barrel

BEST LOCALLY OWNED WINE SHOP

The Wine Thief

County Runner-Up

Wines and More!

County Finalists

Dragonfly Wine & Spirits
Mt. Carmel Wine & Spirits Co.
Sav-Rite Liquors

HEARST CONNECTICUT MEDIA GROUP BEST NEW HAVENCOUNTY 2026 |

• Specializing in Irish and global comfort food

•Warm, nostalgic atmosphere adorned with

rich antiques

• Creative seasonal cocktails

• Sunday Brunch

241 Campbell Avenue |West Haven

203.933.9721 | www.duffystavern.net

Thanks for Voting Us

BEST Irish Pub

in New Haven County!
One of Connecticut’s finest spots for a

true Irish experience!



BEST OUTDOOR OR ROOFTOP BAR

Stonebridge Restaurant

County Runner-Up

Dockside Brewery

County Finalist

Gioia Café & Bar
The Breakwall
Chacra Pisco Bar

BEST OYSTER BAR

Shell & Bones Oyster Bar & Grill

County Runner-Up

Fair Haven Oyster Bar

County Finalists

Moby Dick’s Oyster Bar & Grill
The Essex Brasserie

BEST PIZZA

Zois Pizza Palace

County Runner-Up

Haven Pizzeria Napoletana

County Finalists

Zuppardi’s Apizza
Modern Apizza
Frank Pepe Pizzeria Napoletana

BEST SPORTS BAR

Bar 3 Thirty Three

County Runner-Up

My Bar & Grille

County Finalists

The Breakwall
Sally’s Apizza
Double Play Café

BEST SUSHI

Daiko Jerry San’s Sushi Bar

County Runner-Up

Wasabi Japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

County Finalists

Takumi Sushi Ramen & Lounge
Lumi Asian Fusion
Hachiroku Handroll Bar & Tapas

BEST TACO

Jalapeño Heaven

County Runner-Up

My Bar & Grille

County Finalists

Don Rene Taqueria
Señor Pancho’s Mexican Restaurant
VivaZ Cantina/Viva Zapata
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BESTof NEWHAVEN COUNTY 2026

BEST WINE BAR

Haven Pizzeria Napoletana

County Runner-Up

Pearl Wine Bar

County Finalists

Tap & Vine
The Essex Brasserie
Vyne Restaurant & Bar

BEST WINERY OR VINEYARD

Rose Vineyards

County Runner-Up

Gouveia Vineyards

County Finalists

Rosabianca Vineyards
Paradise Hills Vineyard &Winery
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OVER-
NIGHTS

BEST BB OR COUNTRY INN

The Evergreen Inn

BEST CITY LODGING

Hotel Marcel

County Runner-Up

Omni New Haven Hotel at Yale

County Finalist

The Study at Yale

BEST FAMILY GETAWAY

Homewood Suites by Hilton,
Orange/New Haven

BEST ROMANTIC GETAWAY

The Evergreen Inn

County Runner-Up

Homewood Suites by Hilton,
Orange/New Haven

BEST WATERFRONT LODGING

Madison Beach Hotel,
Curio Collection by Hilton

County Runner-Up

Hotel Marcel
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22 Middletown Ave, | nickscharpit.com-

serving seafood,
burgers & more

Family owned
since 1971 in

North Haven, CT.

New Haven County
WINNER BEST

LOBSTER ROLLS

New Haven County
RUNNER-UP BEST
Burgers & Hot Dogs

FOR
VOTING
US AS
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BEST LOCALLY OWNED
FITNESS CLUB OR GYM!

Thank You for Voting Us
NEW HAVEN COUNTY

FOR

We’re honored by your support and grateful to be part of

such an incredible community! At Enova Nutrition &

Fitness, we’re proud to help our members build stronger,

healthier lives through expert fitness, nutrition, and

personal training. Thank you for trusting us to be part of

your wellness journey!

8Massimo Dr, North Haven, CT

475.202.6141

www.enovafit.com

Enova Nutrition & Fitness provides:

• Experienced personal trainers

• Personalized fitness programs

• Expert nutrition coaching

• Science-backed training

• Semi-private gym environment

• InBody composition scans

• Strength and weight loss programs

• Sports performance training

• Supportive fitness community

• Results-driven approach



SHOPPING

20 | BEST NEW HAVENCOUNTY 2026 HEARST CONNECTICUT MEDIA GROUP

Come to The Breakwall for an unforgettable experience!

305 Captain Thomas Blvd • West Haven

203-535-1109 • thebreakwallct.com

Discover The BreakwallDiscover The Breakwall
West Haven’s Premier Destination for Food, Drinks, and Live Music!

HAPPY HOUR ~ LIVE MUSIC ~ FUN EVENTS

OPEN LATE ~ INDOOR/OUTDOOR DINING ~ PRIVATE PARTIES

BEER BAR SPORTS BAR OUTDOOR BAR LGBTQ FRIENDLY



BEST BIKE SHOP

Zane’s Cycles

County Runner-Up

The Devil’s Gear Bike Shop

County Finalist

Tony’s Bikes & Sports

BEST CONSIGNMENT SHOP

Consignment Originals

County Runner-Up

Witch Bitch Thrift

County Finalists

Miss Dallas’ Shop
Uptown Consignment
Cindy’s Unique Shop

BEST FURNITURE STORE

Consignment Originals

County Runner-Up

Comfort Sleep Systems

County Finalists

Jordan’s Furniture, New Haven
Kaoud Rugs & Carpet
Fairhaven Furniture

BEST GAMING HOBBY OR

COMIC BOOKSTORE

Conspiracy Gaming

County Runner-Up

Elm City Games

County Finalists

Encore Billiards & Game Room
Blueberry Cat Collectibles

BEST GIFT OR SPECIALTY SHOP

The Grey Goat Farmtique

County Runner-Up

in

County Finalists

B A i
Mi D ’ h
F

BEST HARDWARE STORE

Page Hardware & Appliance

County Runner-Up

Goody’s True Value Hardware

County Finalists

RWHine Ace Hardware
Country Paint and Hardware
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BEST INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE

The Spice Cabinet

County Runner-Up

RJ Julia Booksellers

County Finalists

Atticus Bookstore Cafe
Breakwater Books
Mermaid Books

BEST JEWELER

Consignment Originals

County Runner-Up

Cellini Design Jewelers

County Finalists

The Always Busy Mama
Water Street Jewelers
Arnold’s Jewelers

BEST LOCAL GROCERY STORE

Bishop’s Orchards Farm
Market & Winery

County Runner-Up

Caron’s Corner

County Finalist

East Center Market
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YOUR SATURDAY MORNING DESTINATION MARKET

WALLINGFORD GARDEN MARKET

Shop Local. Eat Local. Be Local.
FRESH PRODUCE • MEATS • SEAFOOD • EGGS • ARTISAN BAKERY

• SPECIALTY FOODS LOCAL • CRAFTERS • FOOD TRUCKS

• LIVE MUSIC • AND MORE

Every Saturday, May 9th through November 14th

10:00am-1:00pm • Doolittle Park 78 S. Elm Street

Voted New Haven County Winner f

Best Farmers’ Market by readers

of Connecticut Magazine!



BEST MEAT MARKET OR BUTCHER

Ferraro’s Market

County Runner-Up

Forte’s Gourmet Market
& Catering

County Finalists

Italia Importing Co.
Provisions on State

BEST MEN’S CLOTHING STORE

Consignment Originals

County Runner-Up

Gentlemen’s Social Outfitter & Supply

County Finalists

Uptown Consignment
Angie Lu
Enson’s Menswear
Raggs For Men &Women

BEST PET SALON OR BOUTIQUE

A Hair of the Dog

BEST RECORD CD SHOP

Static Era Records

County Runner-Up

Redscroll Records

County Finalists

Elm City Sounds
Exile on Main Street

BEST SECONDHAND OR

VINTAGE CLOTHING STORE

Consignment Originals

County Runner-Up

Witch Bitch Thrift

County Finalist

Uptown Consignment

BEST TOY STORE

Blueberry Cat Collectibles

County Runner-Up

Jordie’s Toy Shoppe

County Finalists

Pebbles Toys & Gifts
Jesse’s Toy Shoppe

BEST WOMEN’S CLOTHING STORE

Consignment Originals

County Runner-Up

Odeon Boutique

County Finalists

Slate
Splash Boutique
Material Girls Boutique
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A ON | ROCKY HILL | CHES IRE | MILFORD



24 | BEST NEW HAVENCOUNTY 2026 HEARST CONNECTICUT MEDIA GROUP

MULTIPLE
LOCATIONS

every day

with care

since 1991


