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JONATHAN GORDON
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ometimes the most elegant
solutions emerge from the
most fundamental challeng
s For the team at Design by
the Jonathans, the ubiguitoas “square
kitehen® long considered a spatial
purrde by designers hecame an op

portunity for innovation that would
transform how o family experiences
their home.

“Back in the day, there was the cook
ing triangle;” lead designer Jonathan
Gordon  explains, referencing  the
traditional  sink-stave-refrigeratar
arrangement that worked perfectly
in eampact 10-fol by 10-fool spac
es. “But when youre dealing with
a 20-something by 20-something

roam, you need to throw thal men
tality ont the window." The designer’s
salution? A striking triangular island
with waterfall edges at both ends,
masimizing storage and creating fea
ture views from any angle.

This seemingly simple geometric
shift revolutionizes the kitchen. (b
er solutions, like dual islands, would
have erealed awkward ecorridors,
while a table would have consumed

precious space that could be better
utilized. ‘This angular eenterpicce
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ereates natoral flow patterns while defining distinet
xones for cooking, gathering and casual dining. The de

sign proves that sometimes the best innovations aren’t
ahoul adding complexilty they're about finding elegant
simplicity.

The malerials in the space were chosen with equal
thoughtfulness. The counleriops [eature Taj Mahal
guartzite, selected not just for its slunning appearance,
but for its practically indestruclible nature. it is a feature
within the spare, in which the color palette demonsirates
an artistic balanee of color, neutral tones, textore and pat

tern.

Slightly off-white wpper eabinets mainlain brightness
while avoiding stark sterility, while the green lower eahi

nels and tower elements create visual anchors. A mateh

ing green hood with brass detailing echoes the range’s
metalwork below, ereating vestical harmony that draws
the eye upward. The intricate marble mosaic backsplash,
which at lirst glance resembles wallpaper, adds detail
without averwhelming the spase

Even appliance placement received fresh thinking. The

designer challenged conventional stacking by plaring the
microwave below the French door wall oven  a choice
born from obhserving real- fife usage patierns. “1've always
feond that reaching up into the microwave becomes diffi

eult, especially for kids” he explains. [t this attention o
how peaple actually live that elevates the design beyonsd
mere acsthelics.

Perhaps maost Lelling is Jonathan's gratitude toward his
clients, who balanced elear vision with trast in the ere

ative process. “They knew whal they wanted, but trust

ed my creative vision,” he reflecis. "I wasn®l jusi pictures

of what they wanted it was ideas of what they kike, and
they asked me Lo ereate iL” The resoll is a space that freels
both innovative and inevitable proof that when exper

Lize mesls trust, extraordinary spaces emerge. #

Rasounce: Dasignes: Dusion by the Jonathars; jonathan Gordon, Foundor,
Dwnes & Load Designar; Now Havon, CT; 4754TLAI0E, thojorathans.com.
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